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CHAPTER X1,
The Mo uth of Sage Creek.

HEN we reached high ground
apgsin the twilight bad faded

™

e

10 a thin streak of ysllows
2 Linned gray In the parth-
. west, The wind still blew

<y BQUATOlY iA our facea. Dowes in the
7 gouire we hadn’t fetided It po much,
bat noew every breath was lainisd
with the rank smeil of KIAss-sinoRe,
O and sach mile we covered the stink of
It grow Atronggpr.

“Wae te blwmed apt to run right into
A prairia fire Lafore morain’,” iegan
obmerved. “If that wind don't let up
ahe'll come a-whoopin'. It'll be & nice
amoky one, too, with this mixturs of
old, desd prass an' the new growth
apringin’ up. Aln't thot & lalla of &
890 Sgen il
will o CNaither of us ansversd, and ha took
. to bumming “The Texas Hangers”
¢ - We were bhurrowing through the dark
¢, stralght for the mouth of Sage Creak.
gid - What we would 40 when we got there
e s o~ WS BOL very clear to me, and sotns-
thlng of the sume was evidontly bothe
aring Plagan, for, after & loug inter-
vad, he addressed bimnel! polntedly to
:.' MacHKae,

“Wo ought to hit tha rivar In about
an hour,” he mald, “It's tims we Hg-
ured out just how we're goin' to wark,
sh? 1 wish to the Lord It wan day-
lightl”
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& “Ba do 1, MarRas responded mood-
s Aly, "Dut wishing won't help any.
I've been thinking that the beast

way would be to get down on the Na*
at the wouth of the creek and cache
our horses In the timber, Then we
can sneak around without making
much notse. If they'ra not camped on
the river—and 1 hardly think they'd
croas to-night—wa'll find them aoine-
whers on the creek in that gorge”

*Pruat's about the way 1 had her
alzed up,” Piogan replled, “The Rat
alp’t bigger'n a good.sized fapiaok;
an' If they're on thut or up in the Bage
Cresk canyon we're bound to hear
their hosses soort of nicker If we Ko
careful. The worst of it is we kain't
atart the ball a-rollin’ til we get that
Hitle ol foonted,  An' If we pel rame-
tunctous, an' atir ‘em up in the
dark, an' don't put the fnishin’
4 rouches o6 ‘ot chirht thare—why, they
gut all the shaw in world t' make
4 lot-fuot  getaway, An'y
while | ain't lyokin' for a chanoe t
‘1. sidesstop their game, for 1 know how
: yuh feel, I'd vay locale ‘em It we oat,
wan’ then bick up sn' walt for day-
Deht
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cloared the akyline, &
gphers (n the thicken=
Away 10 the
yww rellection of burning
a prajeion wh na we rode

over the arent of a hill, And present-
3 1y we galloped aorons i mile of leval

moan
adrgngo
&

) b i
okt Lhe osuasl

A up plainly

L]}

l' st grass land, o il pulled up on the very
l' brink of Sage Creck cunyaon,
L “Eusy, cany. from Here on” Plegan
. whisper+d oaution AWae o may be right
ahove ‘sap, for sl we know. Wa hit it
| a litile too high up. How far @'yuh
. peckin it s 1 the mouth, Mug™
“Not m Wean hatt aoounie” Mas
returned. "1 know a g @d pHsco Lo pet
LW
’ N With nat miahap we reached the foot
' &f this  sivop hill Al the bottom the
y e ind wan partly shut off, so thal
l_: gounids welo Cusir o cateh, Nor wos
4 1L wo dark sinee the Fiving of the moon,
Only the pall of smoke Ilny over
everything; u ahifting hage that mads
obioity doubly hard to distinguish. A
hordr or 4 tree or & elump of brush
al loomod up Tantastically in the gray
] b,
X .. Muoltae, to whom the topography

wE T s thnt gloomy plaon whs perfoctly
ety iftar, led the way, A black wall
LA 0t voane suddenly before us resolved
e ST 1, , a grove of trees, great
. &ﬂrc cottonwoods, He atdle lte

A

‘heada togather he
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We Bud more than ygut
falrly Imiwesy the slraight up and
Jown Saiin of It than Piegan atopped
ue with a warning “"H.ab!" We
ejuaited In the lung grass and s
tared Uahingd us, fr ths fiver,
ame & getiile pinching |
“Ueaver,” | hasarded

“*Tuo 1o’ Megan
“Lat's g0 buch an
We reachad ithe river edge Iu limes
1o sen g Aim shupe glide out of sight
Ribung the soryt that Lined the oppeo-
pite bapk;, wlhelheor oo Or easi we
eould not 1eli Bul Plegen turned un
the lastan! and ran tu wherm we had
tind aur horsas  Ihey stoud quieily
where wa had lart thawm

LT

m ha

anid
ke parrow

Canyon tie

kb

muarmured

L1

Y ojumt mol an sles Lhey'd got anto
Vi, ah’ E0t1 us afoot = & marier "™
wgan expiained it I Buwss
mat o that was some wild critter,™

fmen more W turned  into  the
canyon, and this time followed (e nars
row, scrub-giatoned Moor beyond sight
uf The riva It wan dark enough far
any kind of devibiey in that three
hundred-foat  gashh In the earth;
Miuke  mingl=d with the natural
gloom €nut’ an Impenstrable murk
from will 'o wall, anid no breath of
nir mtirred  the tomiblike stillneas
Hight in front of ns & hoarse coughed
wlinrply, We dropped on all fours,

tistoned tensely o minute, than crept
forward Without warning we found
aurseives foul of a pieket Hoe, and;
th vagus forms of grazing horses all
around un  Plegan halted us with a |
toueh, and we lay Nat: then with our
whispered suftly:

“Wa must be right up on ‘em  It'n
A cineh their cammp ain’t far from
their live stoek, | wonder-—

To the lefy of uva & horse sported
nervously: we heard him trot to the
and of his rope and snort agaln Then
a volee cut the guiet: “Here, you fool
horse, what's the matter with you?™

Wea hugegsd the ground ke fright-
ened rablilts It hardly scemed pos.
nlble that we cotild he within l;lt'.ln-l
Ing distance of them —yot Limit wis
Grogory's olear tones! | would know
hin npeoch in A Jabberfes: of several
nationgs,

“What's tha matiar ™ That, by the
eurt inflection, the autocratic tone. wis
lowsard. 1 had one hand on Mao-
Rao'n ahoulder, and 1 could feerl the
tremor that ran through him i
rislng of & cat's {ur a4t sight of an

Ll

ke the

ndversiry

“Oh, nothing mueh,” Oregory nn
awernd him carolensiy. 1 was Just
spnking to one of thuse fool hoprdes
They're ps nervous ns you are.” And

we could hear bim chuekie

After 1that there was nothing bt
e muffied “tr.up, treup’” of graring
Harses Plogan or Mae | coln't
tell whieh, tugpod gy at my arm,
and the throe of us rotrented slowly,
When we weora well nway from tha
enmp of that unmodly combination
Plesan rose 1o hie focol, and we pro-
eeeded a little fanter unt!l we reiched
A distanes that permitied of lows.
toned converantion

“Now." Plegan nmitterad, “ws hiave
‘rm wpotted, An' ' here to Jdeclare
that's 1 giamb Foolish Lo mix things
with that lavant till i's Meht enatieh
t* shoot stralpght. 1f we gn agninst
i now IUs @bl sames as goin® bling
folided tnta a barn to plek out the
bent hoss. The first gon that pops
thev'll rime up an' guit the earth like
A bhuneh nh antelops, They pin't wot
pothing' ¢ win In a fight, | 4id
thitk ul trving’ ° pet off with their

homsen, hut that sharp-cared cune
withn  watohin' Whenever 1t comes
day we gol all the bost of it—thoneh
I don’t Patra on o walkoway, We
want t* make n clenn job of (1 an® we
kaln't do 1t in the dark. Furthermaors,
It we o to throwin® lead whon we
Kain't won ton foet in front of us. yo'd
Just about KL that eirl first patihe

out uh e hox, Bhe alp't gomin®
no harm rleht pow, oF 1t wouldn't be
se blamed ponceful around there, It's
only a matter uh thres or four hours
till Aaviight. Whnt A'yuh say ™
sitpder the clrpumstances 1's the
anly thing wea ean do,” Mae breathed,
and 1 tancied thera was a quiver in
his ustially steady voles, "It goine to
b mnyoley i the morning, but wa onn
sos thelr ¢amp fram this Nrat point,
1 think. There'eabile roek over here
1'1l show you whera |t ls—and you nnid
Buren pani gol under pover ihere m
He un an the ather sideaf e cans'on,
Lot them pack and start. When (hey
grt nenrly abreast af ua ouy Indse,
Shont the hnrues they ride firat. Than,
if they won't give up we can flght it
ont, Come on} Il ahow you that
ark "
“\‘;'rmﬁ'\r'- mvumn nf Inoation win A
goad ane He pleliad his way throueh

I w4 mebiejaly nerosy tha eanvon, and
broneht s In the unnatnenl #loom to
a erenl winh of anndstons that Ynd

fallen from nhove, aril lay a fow foct

erom the nase of e alicar ranyon. wall
~n natiral breastwark all rendy in
our hand I"ere, without another
werd ho 1o us,

Cronehing in the ahalter af that
rack It meemed as if we would neves

he eoleanad from the Ausksy amhrace
of night  In peality 1t was lens than
threa hourm Hil dav, but thay wers
isndan-fantad npes to me. Than dawn
flung Itselt Impetunnaly neross the
hills AanA the paked rim of the ranvan
tunk form In n ahilfring vell af whita
wmaks Noawn in the depths wloom
ard shadows vanished togather and
flegan BEmith and | mee=ed nver the
top of our amhuacsade and saw tha
satlaw eamp—man and horess Alm
firnren In the erowine loeht We
seanngd the omnanite sids far sight of
M eThey're packis' up Plagas mmum
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mured, chuckling dryly. *1 reckos
things won't Lighten nor nothin' in A
few minutes, en? But I'm blamed it
I can wmee unything that looks liko a
feale o that bunch. o you?™

I eoubdn’t, though It was loss than

two hundred yards to theur camp.
And falng Lo sen her started me
thinking tont, dfter all, shoe might
huve given them the slip, 1 boped It
mighi be mo, Lyn waas no chickens
hearted weakling tn st Jown and
Aiep unavadlingly In time of peril,
MNrad on the range, on  Speakiong
terms with the turbulent frontier life,
her wits weren't likely 1o forsuke

her in a4 situation of that kind.

While the dayilght grew stranger,
and the smuno settiod thicker from
Rluve, one of them swulg up on a
huiev and came down the bultom on
4 fust lope. We bhad ne means of
konuwing what his mussion might be,
Dut | did kpow that the syusre shoul-
ders, the lean, ecugle fice couid only
twlong to one man; and | drew a
biead on his horse's breast. 1 hesl-
wied a secoud, syuinting along the
rite-barrel; | wanted lum to round
the point that Jutted out from the
other mide of the canyoen, so that hia
partnors could not seo his fnish, If
they did not see him go down thay
mikht think he Ared the snut him-
soif,  And, while 1 uttered maledic-
ticns on the combination of vircums
stancea that made it necessary to
shoot sven a thorough-going bisck-
guard Uke Lessard, Moacloas took
things Into hin own hapds o hia
chinrncteriatie fashion.

lLasaard turned the polnt and, as
the rifte-hammer clicked under the
P il of my thumb, Macliae sprang to
s feor from benind a squatly clump
of mage. Nervy as men are muads,
Mucltae worshipped at the shrine of
an even break, a square deal, And
Lessard got It, Thers among the
waite-brissh he got a fudr chance for
hin 1ifs, according to the codes of men
who ascttle thelr differences at the
business.ond of & six-shooter. But it
wann't his hour. Plogan Smith and 1
saw hits hand Noaah to his gun, sow [t
rome to A lvel, hoard Mac's pistol
pop. It wias 4 square dewl--which
o had not given us,  He crumpled
up tn his saiklle, sprawled a momnet
on the neck af his horse and droppod
to the ground, Mae sank behind the

soge aguln, and wo wailed for the
others.
CHAPTER XIV.
An Elemental Ally.
UT they 414 not come, They

must have aven Lessard
fall, for ut tha single re-
port, men and horses, ol
ready hnlf hidden by the
wmoke, vanished Into the
Blagan Al manams tn fire
one inoffectunl shot as they fllckerad
out of sight. We had got & fulr look
nt them before then, however, and
were satisfied that Lyn waa not In
Ll party.

"Darn 'em!™ Plegan grunied dis-
gustadly., “They're next now. An'
they don't aim to run the guatlet vl
they have to. We got ‘em penned,
unyway; they ean't met out uh that
pateh  uh  scrub without ashowin'
themsoelves,™

“Oh, Plogan!" Maoe ocalled to us, It
was eusy speaking distanco to where
he lay, und he yelled to us witheut
showing himaelf,

"Hallol" Plegan answered.

-

!ﬂn -u?,

“Can you fellows keep them from
going up the canyont

*l1 reckon we can™ Smith called
back, “unless this amoke gets so thick
wo kaln't sev.”

“All right. I'm golng up on top.
and throw & (nto them from above,
Maybe | ean Jdiive them down wheto
you c¢un get & bead on them"

Plegan slapped mo on the shoulder
*Darn our fool hearts!™ he vocifer-
ated. “"We ought to "a* thought un
that before. Why, he can plek 'om
like blackbirds on a fence up
there!™

We aldu't sea Mae go. TIn erawled
through the wagebrush 1o the creek
channel, where, by stooping, he could
hardly be meen Anyway, our timse
was fully occupled in watchipng the
brush that sheltared  our robher
friends, lest they made a sneal bofora
he eould get above te head thein off
They held close (o thelr eoncrnlmaent,
hoawever: tior did they waste any
powder on us—I1 don’t think they
could tell just where we wers, atwl
they were familiar enough with the
gontle art of bushwhacking to reallze
that the opan was a distinetly une-
healthy place.

It was a longe time till we heard
from MacTae again, and, Iying thers
passivaly, we grew afrald that, after
ull, they would get away from us, for
the smoke was now rolling In black
clouds above the gorge. So far the
thickest of It haud blown overhead,
but any momunt a chunge of wind
might bring It down on us like an
ocean fog, and that meant goodby
to Hicks & Co

"That fire must ba mighty coloss
Plegan remarked. "1 wish sho'd et
up long enough for us t' finish this
Job, That smoko's s good as they
nerd, once it drifia down this coules
instead ub blowin' over, What In
thunder o' yuh suppose Mae's doin® all
this time? He ought to show pretty
quick now.*

He showed, as Plegan put i, very
shortly, From the top of 1ha appositi
ank ho tired threo or four shots, pnd
drew for the frst time & roturng of the
compliment from the snemy Then
he broke off abruptly, and when nest
he gave hint of his whereabouts 1
woa to call to us from the nearest
point on the canyon rim

“Quit your hide-out and pul! for the
month of the gorgoe, Quick! 'l meot
you there

We pprinted like a palr of quarters
horsesd ncross the twenty-five yards
or so tha! was devold of caver for a
Jack-rubbit, mueh less o man, My
hourt was pumping double-quick
when we threw ouragives headlong
amaong the welcome page-brush—thoy
had done their little best to stop ua,
and some of those 44-callhre hum-
ming bLirds sang thelr confoundoed
AONKE PErIVURIY  Ciusu e we  ThatY
one kind of muale for which I have a
deep reapecl

From there to the oreck channel wa
grawled on all fooars, as Mso had
done, Blooping low, wo splaahed
in o shallow wauter and
mowh of the canon,
Thers we slipped carcfully Lo higher
wround, Mae wus serambling aud
Widing down from abovo, dimly out-
Uned agninat the bank. U'p the oreek
choking clouds of rank smoke swirlod
down from Lhe benchland., Already
the pateh of brush in which Iny the
ranogade policemon was hidden in ils
folds, shut awuy from our slght,. We
called to Mag, and e came crmshing
through sa and buckhrush, and
threw
by ua

\, panting, on the ground
b

“The fire!™ he gaspod,

“It°n coming
down the gorge.

Toey're cut offy al
the other end. They've gol Lo come
yut In a hittle whilo—or roast. The
smoka would choke a silnmandor, on
wop, right now, We can't miss thom
n thin narrow place, no matter how
hlok 1t gets, Laook up yvonder®™

A rod hase Loeledd ite way up to the
vanyon cdge o Lhe opst plde, w iped out
the gras and I on the bare rim-

und [ will gathor ap thelr horses and
you Keop au eys on Bavaos, l'legare.
Ho'll wnpwer queations fast enoug
when | ge! at him.*™

While Mac dashed up the creek |
captured Urerory's hor=¢, which had
slopped when his rider fell, and as |
laid hand on the reins 1 heard a shot
duwn by the river. | listened a second,
but heard no more.  Then | went on
to stralghten out the tungle of pack-

rock, Away up the ereck we could antmals, Mag sbowed in Lthe smok»

hoar & fuint crackio hage with Lossard's body across hia
“Lry  timber Fiogan  muttered, horen as 1 led the others back o
TN et wit i ‘round bhers dircctly.” where Plegas  stood  guard over
The amoke, bluched now, and he! asn IBevans,

B WHUT troun & bAkor's oven, swoojped “Wa bhaven't any time o spare,”
fown upon us in cholking oddes; the he said “That fire’ll ba on tep of

gl bauks on sithor pana wers barviy
Vitible. We guuld ot see Lae Dlaso,
LUL Wwa knew Lthat |t wasn't far} 1he
popr of dry, scrubby timoer and the
fernnl, suffocating vapora from the
unuoly mixture of groen and dead
graes, herfy-bushivs and the ubiquitous
pagn okl us  that—and  presently,
whuve ths subdusyd, mendving noisos
uf the lre the drum of running hoofs
Uprose.

They burst out the mouth of the
ganyon, hoeaded for the prolection of
the rpiver, likea a smoko.wresatled
whirtwind, the packhworses, teched (o-
gotuer, ganlloping 0 the lead; and
polind  them  Hicks, " Gregory and
Buevang luy Indian fashion low along

we 0 five miinutes

11t was only a nunute's work to lash
Gregory's body on one of the extra
horses and release the sullen Bevans
from the welght of his mount, A4
wn afierthought, 1 opened the poekels
on ha saddle, and the first thing |
dlscovoered wus o wad of paper money
hig enough to choke an ox. 1 hadn't
e to investisite furthor, sa 1 sim-
ply vut both angueros off his saddl
and tled them on bebind the cantls
of my own=it scomed as If I bad at
lust kotten @ chance (o ahake hands
with that ten thousand of Lo i'ere's,
Then Piegan and | drove Mr, Bavans
ihead of us, and isd the horsea to-.
ward the river, while MacRue hurried

ithe necks of their mounts, They Kknew ‘!‘-.;“1rnl.w;;:itgu.:;n:[:.:l-‘tl |':‘:'“‘.I'hr“:'!\(l"-"lgrl:
that wo wers walting lor tham; but U
us tou good serviee o lel them g9
3 t
it the worst they bad & lghting up in the Eéneral holocaust,

liance.

So thick hung the smoky vell that
they wore right on top of us hefore
they touk visibio shape, and wben
W Fose Lo our knves and Beed the
rack of thelr guns minglod with that
ul LU own, Cregory, so gear that 1
would sew avery feature of [ds dark
facve, fthe xidering bDisch vyes, Oe
wida lips parted ovor walls, even
oeih, wilted g b saddle as Lhey
wwept by, Bevans and Lis bhorse went
down togather. But Hicks tho wily,
i HUpert borseimnan, bhung on his l-ff
stirrup and swerved his lying horse
aWay feam we and the mmoke closed
i behind him, despite the bullote we
aent his wuy.

The smoke by now wis stifilng, and
the purting crackle of burning brush
sounded ¢luse enough e spur our
sepa if we'd been minded to lag.
We made good Liine, however, anid
we dldn’'t have far to go.

At the river brank Mae joined uw,
and wo 8 cunr into cur own saddies
for the crobsing. Hovans Mae ordersd
up an one of the pack horses. Thus
inounted we pushed into the stream—
none toa scon, for showers of sparks
were hmnnning 1o full around us, wnd
wur hreathing wan a succession of
vl

The river (s &
and not quite

ut 200 yards wide,
nining deop at tho

mauth of Saee Creek,. Wo splashed

It waa done In less time than I gyt an o sandy point on the south side.

lakes to tell NO' o ppectacular Aidway betweon the lappibg  waler
ibout 1t; no halt-hour hand-to-hand g the brueh (hat Hned e aholying

sirugglo with buckets of blood Now- Lguk w dark object lyomed up in th

ing in all directlons, and e beaulfal gopeke, We rods to W, and palled up
heroine wringiog bor hands in 4o« o goeze—it wosn Hicks, spraddiod
spailr, Just & runh of horses and men gyt on the sund, the length of bile
out of the minoks, & sudden pupping  Lejdle reins o front of lus patiently
of guus—all over In twenty sroonds  wyitiog Yorse. | got down and loake 1
Only & couple of duad men, aud Mo- yym over. We wasn't dead, bul he

ian Smith with & bole in bis bat and

thadd i nnsty mnrk; o bullet had acared

wnother in hia shouldor, W BBOW %4 head deeply, Just above one car.
thore had been & Nght Mao gof off. ind we Gnbuckled his
The packhorses had elrcled around p W bedl, and took the curbne from
and tangied cach other up, oand A sbing on his saddie, and while 1
Anally stopped, when  Lhe fdore was miaking some kRind of ratort (o
vidned o guide them Milvkn wad Fiegan's Srim assertion that wa hettir
gong, wnd it wan useiess to devk for neck him to Bevans and throw theeg
. We turaed our sitantion 0 bolh In the river somehody In Lhe
Wregory and Bevans firvgory Was edge of the nerub ored, ‘“CGiordon|

dead ad the proverbial dosr padl, buat
Bavaus, on iuvestigation, proved Lo
e vory much alive; so much so that
ground by a thousand-pound horse
he would undouttodly have potted
ono of two of us with 4 guod heart
An It was, when we got to the gan-
tloman, we Pund bl misking sirens-
uum efforta te reach the carbine that

Gordon!™  Wa suw through the shift.
Ing gray-white vapor the flutter of &
wiiirt, and next minute Lyn, hailf-
laughing, half-crying, wias In Mac-
Rov's wrma,

CHAPTER XV.
The Pipe of Peace.

had Jucklly-—for us—fullen beyond A=

length of his arm, AYRE you think we weren't
Lay duwn theres an ba  good." n Linppy bunek, gathered on

Piogan, out of ithe fulnown of his

that sand-har tn the dreift-
ing smoke-clopds—all of uy
~that 18, except Povans, and Hieks,
when ha came to his senwes and found

heart, smphanizcd s command with
the tos of bhia boot—"Wherv's' ——
“Here,* Mocilas broka In hastily.
"We've got to move prelty pronto
and t op the other alde of the

that fOre burns out, BSarge bimsel! ted bard and fast to bis axteat

rarines len swtamgatiaied Thooaae  §
Sary. BbA il e bue. slas e
Made rmng Is BPage ( remk st waited

fRahe sk Taerh oA & 8
shoptey, rad for W 0 Lhe doie

T &duY renily hew Whsgy | wpb
ahe Baill "o | themaht 14 b -
il Amegt and setet How g Th »

) cunith prethe tam Fur the Predght el

Ft ) wes hdig aniong thos ol
monia Whet jou rame Lbary tast gt
You werd e guled sl 11 rridbiled |
teldlk whe pyn sefe | Ibhoupbt, per
laps they hod moved thelr camp for
poie Meaben. and | war alrad Ly

d T | drvamed 0

was you 1 shenked down 8 tie
ald vaeed . | sasl | a8 mech
atiad of the water as | mas of Lhewm
Then abwul dayfEht | hoard shootiig.
a4 mopndered 11 ssme one hied Poelleewd
] o owith Lhet Bee
conidng, and ihe smoke so thick |
coubdn t usll nertle fgam souih | sall.
wid & shile lnger. and there was nerv
shiooting, and & mointe of s after, ha"

- whe puinted o Hhehe—"cauwm splash-
tug into the river, Lis cruseed, and
wae coming srarhl loward ®here |
fowan buling 16 ihe biush. b1 was =
frigtitened- -1 abot at him, and bhe fell
off his horse  Then you omie, and—
oh, 11 scems Just ke a Dghtimarse!
'm afvsid you'll all disappenr in the
aouoke |

“Not muoh, we won't,” Mae assured
hear tenderty. It has been a4 night-
are, but It's over pnow, theauk the
Lord"

The Are by this time was baating
jtuelf oul on the opposite bank, and
with nothing ieft but 4 few siasider-
ing brush patchies the sioke |ified
soiowlial, any wave us & glunpse of
the blaek desclation bekind, Bo far
as wo oould sen, Lthe wind had viown
no sparks over the river to fire the
souih side and drive us Dack o Lhe
Barren shetier of the burnod lamda
And with the certaln knowisdgs that
[ wo were all safe, and mastors of the
mituation, came consclousness of huns
lgor and great bodily weariness. (@
was noarly twenly-four hours since
we had eaten, and we wern shinply
FAVONONN,

Wo dressed Plegmn's hurt, which
wasn’'t ne bud as |t might bave bavn;
though & bullet through the floshy
part of the shoulder doesn’'t strike
me as & Joking affair, as Plegan
seemad to think it A ltte venula-
tion, he sald, was onn Lhing a man's
system necded every littie while,
| Then we moved up on the krassy
Mal aud picksted the horses. Plegan
vlected Himaclt guard over the pris.
onnrn, while wa cooked hroakfne,
and he ed thotn repoatedly thal
e would have been dolighted to have
them make a break so that he could
have the pleasure of perforuting their
individual and collective bides The
',alﬂ;' rascal meant 1t Doey
would have given ulm.:nm Joy.
One aris out of comminsion was no
handicap to him=—he could jukxle a
six-shooter rleht or left equaily wall

Whon we had eaten we went
through the packs and saddle pockels
and when we had finlshed Lhers wan
mare of the root of ovil In sigbt thao
{ have iald my eyes On AL any one
time before or since, The gold that
had drawn us into the game was thers
i the long, buckskin sacks, a load
for ono horse, The Govoernmenl mon-
ey, mostly In blils, they had divided,
und it was stored in various places.
Lossard's saddla pookets wers orimm-
med, and lkew s those of Hicks and

- flad nrve s

[0

Adldn L a'n

Grogory, Hevans's anqueéros, which 1
had taken from the dead horso,
vialded s goodly sum. Altogether,

in billa and gold coin, we oounted a
hundred and twenty thousand dollars

“Phera's mors than that, If Lessard
got off with any post funds, as Goods
el told un,” Mac commonted. “'I ex-
pect the pockeis of the combination
Binld the rest. But I don't hanker to
wearch 4 dead man, and the bunch of
thom can walt vl we get to Wnlnlh..

“Yuh goin' t' lug this coyote-bait t
Fort Walsh?' Plegan Inquired. “I'd
lenve ‘s right hers, withoul the cer-
cuiony uh }illl’!lll'."

“Ho would I, as far as my personal
foelinga are concernsd,” Mac replied
“lut we've got 4 lot of mighty biack
marks agoinst us, right now, and
wa'rs goiig o thers Lo relata 4 most
puwazing tule. | reckon we'll just have
to tikoe those Iwo carcassen along as
n wort of vorroborative evidence, n
police will have to view them ofMelnliy;
they wouldn't take our word for thelr
belng dead, 8o, It would only deluy
the clonring up of things to leave
them hore. These other jaspera will
lenid w  fine descorative efMoct ta the
poosed end of & three-quarter-thch
rope for their part In the play— un
lens  Canadian  justicn  miscarries,
which doesn’t ufwen happen If you give
It time enocugh to get at the root of
thinga"

Much as we had aevomplished, we
weren't outl of the womds—nat by &
long shol. While we didn't reckon on
having to defend ourselyes on the
preposivrous charge of holding up the
paymanter, thers was that litte mat.
tor of violent nswiult on the persons
of three uniformed representatives of
Northwestorn law—assauit, indeed,
with deidly weapons: also the fores
e mequosteation of  Liovernment
troperty In ths shape of three horses

nd complete riding rige, and thy ut-
toring threata: all of which was
wirftly ngningt the pauce anid dignity
af the Crown sad the statutes made
and provided,

A man s not supposed. in that
country, nt least, to find It necessury
o infiet 4 compannd fracture on om
law In his effurts to proserve another,
Ittt wa had Justified vur judrment in
plaving o lone hand and upsetting
Laeasard's scheme to iy us by Lhe
heels while e and his gang gobl away
with the plunder Wa i hroken up
i hard a combinntion s ever
matehed itaclf nEalnst the N:i-t‘nnlll1
Keopors of the law; we had gathers
In them and thelr loot, and for that
we hoped the jowers that be would
overlook the break we made on Lost
River ridga. Aud Lessard had burned
his bridges reockleasiy when hie e
camped with poat funda; that in itself
waould boay witness to the iruth of
our atory. 1t might take the authort-
a while to get the proper forun
on the tengle, but wo could stand
tha!, soRing we'l won Gul.

From the wouth of Sage Creak Lo
Fort Walsh it s aven fifty miles. We
bad & long mideummer day to cover

it. Sa, Pﬂm we ml:'hl find .!.bo full

(7]

it oa

Tasts  mbel peartip
e Pued b re=s
Wt sy
T
Mead fediie BN ke
Lmlf e Thes we pacied o
T dead e and sl an he
e apm el ke il -|n vea
Bands (asbhed seomrsly Selind Thelr
e ha abd aet i

A wed Bowr el 98 e gan et
" ik - sy boatiie
e’ bolnia Fart Wosieh,
LIS s Form the guarers of
eftl oor of the das . tend e SERPY,
and Erumy w0 * aah of
Maitisa A soore of Lreopers
FAraety Tredn o hurradl oerses

the dearens stosf Capt m

st e Lrwd ber in law
@ny  heored

whpprated & iman

Pieamant faeed, at mat of
Mar siraigphiensd s his saddie
an eariamaiion and the

eaite

Bione glared in frank pet
as Macitas gt wliffy out of m:.
dis and belpsd Lon ta the

Then he vpened his mowth to
bt the gray halred obe »lhenond
With a sesturs
"It MacMas ex
Bose.™ B eaid pain volnntartly,
"We have vaplured the mes
rolbed Flood, killed thos (we

miners, and he'Ad up the pa
Mae 1old them briefly, ~As m
frﬂ::'"”!' -lll the money ™

"What kind of cock-and.-bull story
W thia™ Rione broke angrily
"And why" -

“Pasy - sany now, Blone!™ the ether
remanatrated. YA man doesn't make
A alntement ks that withaomt OIS
proo?  Whare " he aaked Macilas sh-
Mty “in Major Lessard? Or do you
Rnow *

Mue pointad to one of the horses.
You'll find what's left of the black-
hourted Aevil under that canvas™ he
answered quietly, “We'va packed him
and Paul Gregory fifty mrl:l for youw
1o son. May | ask, as & favor, Coms
minsioner Allen, that this lady be
taken 1o Bt Perkine's wite? Hhe
had & hard day. Thon we can
you a story you may find hard to

erodit*
oy
k'| I

The commissloner (head
the Northwest Mounted
knew by Bis title: 1I'd heard of him
befare) turned to an orderly, "A de-
tall of four from the guard.-houss, on
lll-:.r l'lu\lhlr-auldls." he commanded.

Themn man, take It Prison-
ern®" he asled, polnting u.gk.h and
Bavans. /

“Yuh bet your awest life, Mr. Coms [
missioner, them's prisoners,”
eut In cheerfully. “Them gen
s candidates for a rups necktle aploce
~mnice perfesshinal nasassing t' i
m!l“” m“:;;" wing his

tono wt gnawing musiachs,
while Allen Ustensad, unmoved, as
alurl‘uoh ‘Polmod ﬂm..t: ﬂm :::!'M“
on which was pac o
told him briefly of the L at
mouth of Hage Creek. (i
returned with the detall, and
eouricously sent him to escort
to the hoapitable Perkins caning

i wu )
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Hevans, Into the room where Mac and
Lossard had clashed that ‘
da‘. Then they careisd -in the two
bodles, and afterward ths pack that
eld k Rowan's gold and the |
Kovernmant money, ;

1 won't go into detalls of the
aitjion Lhat followed; how that

their quarters for a semi-official
vestigation; how they put the lot
us on the rack of inquiry singly, while

the reat of us waited In the antercom
under the vigtlant eye of the delall
from the guard house.

Tha last act on that programme
came when a trooper ssarcoed the
Lodles of Lessard and Cregory, and 1
forced Hlcka nnd Hevans to shed the
plunder they stil had concealsd about i
their persons. They counted the
maney solemnly on the same desk by
which Leasard stood when Mae
that hot challenge In his testh;
when they l?mn‘nulmd Allen atood
up, very tall and stern in the yellow
lurr_n‘s‘-:;:m,m - at

- o ose men to the guard- 4
house!”™  Ha pointed an abousing
finger at Hicks and Pevans, *“Tron
them securoly —securely ™

on ha turned politely to me. *I
rogrot that it will be for 01
you Lo walt some little Ume, o
before your money ean be 1
to you, There will bs certain formal.
ities 1o ba complied with, you unders
stand, You will alwo be required as &
witness at the fortheoming trinl.
will be giad to furnish you and
with comfortable quarters until then.

It Is late, but MucRae knows these
barracks, and ha can donbfless find
you temporn? slesping-place. And,

mpliment

1

in conclualon, wish Lo co
you, all thres of you, on the
imd ';uuuru: you ‘.‘llﬂlm in t -
nE down thoss mnahle seoundrels
<damasable scoundrela!’

The old fellow fairy sxploded the
he were

Inst phrase. Than, as >
Ashnmed of his burst of feeling,
dismissed us with a wave of his
and a muttered “That's all for te-
night* f

That practically was the finish
the thing, They did, of coursa, MN.:
trial, nt whlc; Hicks and Bevans
were convicted and sentenoed (o be
honged—a sentence which was car-
Fied ot with nestness and despateh,
And | did moanags, In the fulness of
time, to deliver LaPere's ten thou-
sand dollars without any further guns
Hay.

Commisslonar Allen knew a
man whoen he saw one. He was
right, that gray-headed old soldier.
When Mac appealed to him for an
honorahle discharge he calmily
maoted hilm to an inspectorahip, which
samo ranks with a captain, and ear=
Flea pay of throe thousand a year.
Not so bad, that, sh? The day he ]
whied the old red jacket of the rank
wod file, and put on the black unls
form with gold-brald trimmings ¥
Mlisrabindaie = ans by T n 9’39‘-'3 =g 2 e
atood up before the t
with tim and Lyn, and helped them
gat fitted to double harness. Not that
thers was any lack of other folka, It
soomed to me as If the offielal ;
tingent of Fort Walsh had turned
an masss for that oeremony.
Flogon and | were the atar 'm ¥

Next day we forked our cabal
and drifted for Montans, me
jow cow-trails instead  of
and Piegan for a rip-roaring
twon i Beaton  He en
town for & wook, after be g
telling how three of W
l\un::ruuh wild onea™
Can Hoe, * 2

(The
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